108                    "THE LAND OF CHARITY."

and the household stock renewed on account of imaginary
defilement, immense quantities are used throughout the
country. They are moulded by hand on a wheel, and burnt
in a small furnace.

The ivory carvings of Travancore have of late years come
into notice at exhibitions and elsewhere. The work is well
executed, and the designs are often artistically composed of
animals, foliage, and geometrical patterns ; but these articles
are very expensive, only one or two families of high
caste being acquainted with the art. Arrangements have
recently been made to preserve and extend this branch of
industry.

Lace-making, introduced by Mrs. Mault in her boarding
school at Nagercoil, and by Mrs. Lewis at Santhapuram, has
succeeded to perfection. Admirable specimens of fine pillow
lace, in cotton and gold and silver thread, manufactured at
the Mission school, were shown at Madras, and in the great
London and Paris Exhibitions, in all of which they gained
prize medals. Being sold for the benefit of the female
schools, the profits have greatly assisted this department of
our work The employment has also spread to Tinnevelly.
A suggestion has recently been made that it might be more
profitable, instead of merely copying and repeating, as has
hitherto been done, the old standard English patterns and
styles, to get up real Indian designs in accordance with the
purest national taste and styles of art, so as to establish the
Nagercoil lace as a purely indigenoiis production. The sug-
gestion seems important, and worthy of being carried into
effect.

The trade of Travancore is chiefly in the hands of the
chetties or merchants. But in every part of the country
there are innumerable shops and bazaars where small articles
of native provisions, clothing, and household convenience are
retailed j besides which men and women of the lower classes